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§ 120-19.6.  Interim committee activity; rules. 

(a) Upon a general directive by resolution of the house in question or upon a specific 

authorization of either the Speaker of the House, President of the Senate, President Pro 

Tempore of the Senate or the Speaker Pro Tempore of the House, any standing committee, 

select committee or subcommittee of either house of the General Assembly is authorized to 

meet in the interim period between sessions or during recesses of the General Assembly to 

consider specific bills or resolutions or other matters properly before the committee. No 

particular form of authority is needed, but this section is intended to promote better 

coordination by having a system of authorization for meetings of the committees of the General 

Assembly between sessions or during recesses. Meetings will be held in Raleigh, but with the 

approval of the Speaker or Speaker Pro Tempore, a House committee may meet elsewhere; and 

with the approval of the President or President Pro Tempore, a Senate committee may meet 

elsewhere. In addition, committees may meet at such places as authorized by specific resolution 

or action of either body of the General Assembly. 

(a1) The Speaker of the House or the President Pro Tempore of the Senate may 

authorize, in writing, the creation of interim study committees to study and investigate 

governmental agencies and institutions and matters of public policy to assist that chamber in 

performing its duties in the most efficient and effective manner. The Speaker of the House or 

the President Pro Tempore of the Senate may appoint members of the relevant chamber, State 

officers and employees, and members of the public to the interim study committee. An interim 

study committee created under this subsection shall be deemed a committee of the relevant 

chamber for the purposes of this Article. Interim study committee members who are State 

officers and employees or members of the public shall receive subsistence and travel expenses 

as provided in G.S. 120-3.1, 138-5, or 138-6, as appropriate. 

(b) In all other respects, committees shall function in the interim period between 

sessions or during recesses in the same manner and under the rules generally applicable to 

committees of the house in question of the General Assembly during the session of the General 

Assembly. 

(c) Any committee during the interim period that meets upon specific authorization of 

the Speaker of the House, President of the Senate, President Pro Tempore of the Senate or 

Speaker Pro Tempore of the House shall limit its activities to those matters contained in the 

authorization, and shall suspend its activities upon written directive of such officer. Any 

interim committee that meets upon a directive by resolution of the house in question of the 

General Assembly shall limit its activities to those matters contained in the authorization. 

(1973, c. 543; 2001-491, s. 33.2.) 


